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402 THE CLASSICAL JOURNAL 

THE MANY-SIDED CUM 

To the student beginning Latin, the conjunction cum presents an enigma. 
Why should one word have been made to express so many different relations 
of thought ? Did it ever convey to a Roman reader or hearer a sense of cause 
or concession distinct from that of time ? Or was it a vague, colorless con- 
nective, one which would better be supplanted by quod or quamquam to secure 
definiteness? Indeed how could the same word serve for the two opposite 
ideas of cause and concession, especially as it governed in either case the same 
mode? 

There is no English conjunction so versatile as the Latin cum. But if 
the beginner were shown that any two of its three meanings can be expressed 
by a single conjunction in English, he would become less skeptical. To this 
end the following diagram and set of example sentences may be of service: 




(Time) While Caesar sat, Brutus approached him. 

(Concession) While Caesar knew Brutus' disposition, he took no precautions. 
(Concession) Whereas Caesar was forgiving, Brutus was vindictive. 
(Cause) Whereas Caesar's power seemed regal, Brutus resolved to end it. 
(Cause) As Caesar had ended the republic, Brutus felt no scruples. 
(Time) As Caesar read the scroll, Brutus raised his dagger. 
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